
 

February 3, 2016 
 

Re:  “Expanding Educational Opportunity through School Choice” Hearing 
 
Dear Chairman Kline and Ranking Member Scott: 
 
The National School Boards Association (NSBA), representing more than 90,000 
local school board members across the nation, working with and through our 
state associations, is writing to acknowledge today’s hearing that seeks to examine 
school choice and discuss how federal policies can support such efforts. 
 
As you explore school choice throughout our communities, we urge you to examine the range of choices that are 
offered by our nation’s public school districts, which educate more than fifty million students.  From local 
magnet schools and charter schools authorized by local school boards to public specialty schools, such as military 
academies and those offering specialized curricula for science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM), 
many of our public school districts provide several options for the success of our students. 
 
NSBA has long held the position that public funds should not be used directly or indirectly through tax credits, 
vouchers, or a choice system to fund education at any elementary and/or secondary private, parochial, or home 
school.  NSBA supports local community public schools and unconditionally opposes vouchers, tuition tax 
credits and similar schemes, including charter schools not approved by local school boards.  In fact, NSBA’s 
Center for Public Education recently published a report on “School Choice: What the Research Says,” which 
analyzes school choice in all its permutations:  
 
• Choice within the public school system (magnet and charter schools, inter- and intra-district transfers, 

and traditional neighborhood schools); 
• Choice outside the public schools (private schools, vouchers and tax credits, homeschooling); and, 
• Virtual schools, which can be either public or private.  

 
We hope that this report will inform the ongoing conversation about the efficacy of school choice in our 
nation’s efforts to assure every child is prepared for college, careers and citizenship.   
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As you discuss options for supporting school choice, please note the following: 
 

• Choice in itself may not produce better outcomes.  While many schools of choice do an exemplary job, the 
results are not universally better than those produced by traditional public schools.  
 

• Non-public school choice is not a panacea.  Policymakers who are considering supporting parents who wish 
to choose private schools or homeschooling should be aware that very little is known about the overall 
efficacy of schooling outside of public schools.  
 

• Expanding charter schools is not an overall reform strategy.  Most charter schools are no better than their 
traditional public school counterparts. Merely having more of them will not raise performance. Rather, 
policymakers and educators should focus on learning from successful local public schools and districts 
about policies and practices that can help improve all schools. 

 
Moreover, the numerous options for educational choice provided by our public school districts promote success 
in student achievement and school performance, preparing our students for college and careers.  The attached 
examples of effective public school choice are indicative of how vital our public school districts are to their 
respective communities, economies and the nation in expanding opportunities for our students, as future leaders 
and practitioners in numerous sectors.  
 
We appreciate this opportunity to highlight the successful and diverse programs of study offered by many of our 
public school districts, which help advance both equity and excellence to support our school boards in their 
efforts to provide the high-quality public education that all children deserve and need to be successful adults and 
citizens. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

  
Thomas J. Gentzel  
Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: 

• “School Choice: What the Research Says,” Center for Public Education, National School Boards Association, 
October 2015 

• Examples of successful programs for school choice in our public school districts 

http://www.centerforpubliceducation.org/schoolchoice

